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Abstract

Water contaminated by heavy metals is a serious worldwide environmental and public health issue. Heavy metals such as
arsenic, lead, mercury, cadmium, and chromium can enter water systems as a result of a mix of natural and human activities,
such as inappropriate waste disposal, industrial runoff, and agricultural runoff. These metals can accumulate and remain in
water, endangering both human health and ecosystems. Heavy metal-contaminated water can result in long-term health prob-
lems like cancer, kidney damage, and neurological disorders in addition to acute poisoning. Pregnant women and children are
two of the most susceptible demographics that heavy metal exposure can harm in terms of long-term health and development.
Heavy metals pose a hazard to biodiversity and environmental stability because they can bioaccumulate in species, destabilize
aquatic ecosystems, and biomagnify along the food chain. For the purpose of determining the degree of contamination and
putting remediation plans into action, monitoring heavy metal levels in water bodies is essential. In order to remove heavy
metals from contaminated water, improved water treatment technology, regulatory frameworks, and systems for monitoring
water quality are examples of effective management measures. Mitigating the harmful effects of heavy metal contamination
on human health and the environment requires public awareness and education regarding the origins, hazards, and avoidance
of heavy metal contamination. Ensuring safe and sustainable water resources for current and future generations necessitates
concerted efforts at the local, national, and international levels to address heavy metal contamination of water.
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Introduction

The term “water pollution” describes the unfitness of bod-
ies of water (lakes, rivers, seas, and groundwater) for their in-
tended use, be it drinking, recreational, agricultural, or aquatic
life support, due to the presence of dangerous materials or con-

taminants. There are many different natural and artificial sourc-
es of water pollution, which can have detrimental effects on
the environment and human health. Elements that have high
atomic weights and densities are known as heavy metals [1].
They consist of elements such as arsenic, chromium, cadmium,
mercury, lead, and others. Though they can also be discharged

scibasejournals.org



Akram M

SciBase Epidemiology and Public Health

into the environment by industrial processes like mining, smelt-
ing, and manufacturing, these metals are found naturally in
the Earth’s crust. Due to their tendency to accumulate in living
things, heavy metals can be hazardous to ecosystems and hu-
mans even at low quantities, raising major health and environ-
mental issues. Ingestion of contaminated food or water, skin ab-
sorption, or inhalation are the three ways they might enter the
body. The densities of heavy metals are typically higher than
those of non-metallic elements and compounds. Mass per unit
volume, or grams per cubic centimeter (g/cm?) or kilograms per
liter (kg/L), is the unit of measurement used to describe density
of a substance. Metallic elements classified as toxic can build in
the body over time or be exposed to high concentrations, which
can have detrimental effects on people and other living things
[2]. Acute exposure to high copper levels or persistent accumu-
lation over time can both have detrimental consequences on
the body, which are referred to as copper poisoning. An exces-
sive amount of copper can have negative health effects, even
though it is a necessary trace element for many biological activi-
ties, such as iron metabolism and enzyme function [3].

Water contamination

Global public health and environmental issues are greatly
impacted by water pollution. To maintain sustainable and safe
water resources for present and future generations, addressing
it calls for a combination of technology advancements, regula-
tory actions, and public involvement [4].

Bioaccumulation

For the purpose of maintaining ecosystem sustainability, hu-
man health, and environmental health, an understanding of
bioaccumulation is essential. Reduced effects of bioaccumula-
tive substances on wildlife and human populations depend on
actions taken to remediate current contamination and reduce
pollutant inputs [5].

Hideous swelling

The term “hideous swelling” usually describes an atypical
and frequently grotesque expansion of a body component as
a result of a number of underlying disorders. There are various
causes of swelling, and the reason behind it will determine the
swelling’s look and intensity [6].

Heavy metal toxicity

Because heavy metals are present in many environmental
settings and may have long-term health effects, they pose a se-
rious threat to public health. In order to minimize exposure and
lessen the effects of heavy metal toxicity, prevention measures
and early diagnosis are essential [7].

Lead poisoning

Lead poisoning is entirely preventable. With early discovery
and treatment, lead exposure’s long-term health effects can be
minimized. In order to protect the public’s health, especially
that of susceptible populations such as children and expecting
mothers, it is imperative to uphold safe environments and elim-
inate any potential sources of lead exposure [8].

Lead and the blood-brain barrier

Understanding the interaction between lead and the blood-
brain barrier is crucial for comprehending how lead exposure
leads to neurological damage and developmental impairments.
Efforts to reduce lead exposure, especially in vulnerable popu-
lations, and to enhance understanding of the mechanisms in-
volved in lead neurotoxicity are essential for protecting public
health and promoting brain development and function [9].

Conclusion

In conclusion, there are significant barriers to the sustain-
ability of the ecosystem and public health caused by the pres-
ence of heavy metals in water sources. Mitigating contamina-
tion through effective monitoring, treatment, and regulatory
procedures is essential to ensuring sustainable and healthy wa-
ter supplies for current and future generations.
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